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PERTH CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL — THERMOSTATIC MIXING VALVES 

745. Mr W.R. MARMION to the Minister for Health: 
Given that the government has identified the source of lead at Perth Children’s Hospital as 1 200 thermostatic 
mixing valves, could the minister please confirm that all 1 200 TMVs will be replaced before the hospital opens, 
and how many have been replaced to date? 

Mr R.H. COOK replied: 
I thank the member for the question and the opportunity to inform the house that Perth Children’s Hospital will 
receive its first patients in May 2018. The Premier gave a firm commitment to the people of Western Australia 
upon getting elected that we would take control of this site, we would resolve the issues and get that children’s 
hospital open as soon as possible. It was only by taking practical completion in April this year—a step the member 
for Nedlands opposed or criticised—that we were able to get onto that site to properly identify the contamination 
in relation to the potable water at that hospital. As the member for Nedlands has just said, one of the key culprits 
in that is the thermostatic mixing valve assembly boxes. If that were the only problem we would be further down 
the track, but there are other sources in relation to the riser pipes at the hospital, including the isolation valves and 
the flow valves in the ceiling. There is also a level of contamination that comes from some of the taps and fittings 
in the hospital. The member for Nedlands has got it partly right—that is usually what happens when he comes to 
this place after he has chatted to one of his engineer neighbours—but the fact of the matter is that we now know 
what we need to do to get this children’s hospital open so it is safe for the sick kids who will be using it. We have 
already undertaken a range of works at that hospital and some testing in those areas. These are some of the hardest 
patches. It includes 33 different locations. Around those locations, 32 of them pass the potable water standards 
that we require. It is true to say that we will be replacing all those thermostatic mixing valve assembly boxes. It is 
true to say that we are on top of the issue, and it is true to say that we are now getting on and fixing the problem 
left to us by the Barnett government. 
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